Minutes of the March 19, 2019 Meeting of the Greater Wilton Woods Citizens Association
The meeting was brought to order at 7:03 p.m. by the GWWCA President, Larry Dempsey.
The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed. Details are available upon request.
An internal financial audit was conducted by Ken Clare on January 24, 2019 for the Calendar Year 2018
transactions. The completed review found that the accounts are satisfactory.
Mr. Dempsey encouraged all to join Nextdoor.com if they haven’t already done so. Since the last
meeting, 73 new members, comprising 40 households, have joined.

Solarizing Your Home
The featured speaker this evening was Ryan Van Patten, the Solar Program Manager for the Local
Energy Alliance Program (LEAP). LEAP was founded in 2009 with a mission, called Solarize NOVA, to lead
the effort to equip Virginia buildings with energy efficient and renewable technologies. Their goal is to
solarize 1,000 rooftops. They have done about 25% of that. As of the beginning of 2019, over 250
contracts totaling more than 2MW of electricity and valued at over $6.1 million have been signed.
Solarize NOVA’s spring program will begin on April 16, when homeowners will be able to learn more
about solar power for their homes and to sign up for the program, which offers vetted contractors,
discounted fixed pricing and a turn-key package. LEAP staff does all the “homework” and support the
homeowners throughout the process. This program also covers vehicle chargers. Anyone in the area can
sign up. Once you sign up, the staff will assess your home, you will be asked to submit a recent electric
bill and you will attend an information session. If your home is a good candidate, there will be a
consultation with the installer to assess the site, you will review and approve the proposal, sign a
contract, permits will be issued, the equipment will be installed, utility connections made, and
inspections will be conducted by the county and Dominion Power. A contractor will inspect your roof
before installation to make sure it can support the solar panels. This year there is a Federal tax incentive
of 30%. Next year the incentive will decrease to 26%.
A solar unit should last about 30 years. The payback period is 10-11 years. A south-facing roof is the
optimal location for the solar panels, although east and west can work. A north-facing roof will not
work. Installation takes 1-3 days. A LEAP system does not include battery storage, but the owner can
research that option independently.
Roof mounts are attached to the roof and the solar panels snap on to them. The system includes a
string inverter, which converts direct current electricity (DC) from the panels to alternating current (AC).
If there are shading conditions, a micro inverter or DC optimizer will be needed. Unused power goes
back to the grid. Dominion Energy gives credit and there is no cap on the credit you can receive. You
can monitor your system from you smart phone or from your computer.
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Warranties included with the systems:
 10 year workmanship warranty
 10 year manufacturer’s warranty on the panels
 25 year linear performance warranty
 Minimum of 12 year manufacturer’s warranty on inverter
 Minimum of 10-year manufacturer’s warranty on the mounting system
You can check your rooftop’s potential for solar panels by going to novasolarmap.com.
Solarize does not offer loans. Many people get a home equity loan to cover the cost of the project.
For more information about this program, contact info@solarizenova.org. You may also contact Mr. Van
Patten directly for more information at ryan@leap-va.org. His presentation is at the end of these
minutes.

Pike Branch projects
The tributary from Ridgeview Park that empties into Pike Branch is ½ mile long and is due to be
completed in the winter of 2020.
The Pike Branch project along Old Telegraph Road is underway. The emergency repair work should be
finished on Wednesday, March 20. For the remainder of the work all along the site, the contractor, RES,
will be using a pump, required by environmental permits, in the stream restoration. The pump will be
needed to keep the work area dry. There is concern from the neighbors about the noise from the pump.
GWWCA has been told that the pump to be used is the smallest one possible. The pump will be used to
drain 500 foot long work sections for 2-3 weeks at each section. It will run 24 hours a day. They do not
have permission to run the pump yet, but must have it to do the work. A suggestion was made that they
build a moveable soundproofed shed to house the pump, thus decreasing the noise.
The Pike Road to Wilton Road segment of the Pike Branch project has the same objectives as the Old
Telegraph segment: stabilize streambed and banks; reduce sediment and nutrient inputs into stream
system; control velocity to reduce erosion, protect infrastructure, and protect vegetation; improve
habitat for better ecology, and maintain close coordination with stakeholders. The construction dates
for this project are TBD. The cost is estimated to be $4.3M and $1.2M has been funded.

Future Topics
As a result of prior requests, Mr. Dempsey has received several suggestions for futures speakers. These
include: online safety, parks and recreation, opportunities for volunteering, and county services for
older adults. He asked the attendees to contact him with any other suggestions.
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MetroRail Shutdown
The Metrorail will be shut down south of Reagan National Airport from May 25 until September 2 for
platform restoration. WMATA will run free shuttle buses from the blue and yellow line stations affected
to the Pentagon Metro station and to stations between Huntington and the airport. The Fairfax
Connector has not revealed their plans yet for the shutdown. A full presentation is planned for our May
meeting.

Lee District New Construction
The Kingstowne Library, the Franconia Police station, and the Franconia Museum will be relocated to a
site near the intersection of Beulah Road and Manchester Boulevard. Project dates are yet to be
determined.

Lee District Street Paving
The county has been busy paving streets around Wilton Woods. According to the paving map at
Virginia.org/novapaving, Wilton Woods has many roads in poor condition, so paving in that area should
be coming up. For Lee District paving updates, go to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/2019paving-and-restriping/lee. For comments or complaints regarding road surface conditions, go to
https://my.vdot.virginia.gov/. If you would like to request road repairs, please follow the “repaired" link
on the VDOT portal or call 1-800-FOR-ROAD (1-800-367-7623).
Mr. Dempsey reminded everyone of the 4 little free libraries within our boundaries.
From October 15, 2018 to March 15, 2019, there were 18 police events within the GWWCA boundaries.
For more information, go to www.crimereports.com/map/index/?search=Fairfax%20County%20VA.
The county has a program called Neighbor to Neighbor which provides support to older adults. Its aim is
to promote independent living and to make a neighborhood a better place to grow old. For more
information: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/neighbor.
Shayla Tait, GWWCA Vice President, will be leading a discussion of volunteer opportunities in our area
for the last few minutes of each meeting. She asked if anyone has a volunteer project they would like
brought up at the meeting, to email the name of the organization to her before the meeting so she can
be prepared with all the necessary information. Her e-mail is shayla.tait@morganlewis.com. She also
asked that member bring any gently used books to our meetings and they will be placed in one of the
neighborhood’s little libraries or donated to John Marshall Library for their ongoing book sale.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
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Treasurer’s Report
Join GWWCA.NEXTDOOR.COM
Ryan Van Patten, Solar Program
Manager, Local Energy Alliance Program
(LEAP)
What’s Happening in the Community
• Crime Reports
• Metro Shutdown Memorial Day to
Labor Day
• Pike Branch Stream Restoration
Volunteering
Questions from Members
Next Meeting: Tuesday, May 21, 2019
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Welcome

Treasurer’s Report
Available Upon Request

GWWCA Internal Financial Audit
The GWWCA financial documents for the 2018 calendar year were reviewed by
a GWWCA member who is not on the Board of Directors. The following
statement shows the report of our internal financial audit. The mentioned
samples are not attached.

January 24, 2019
Annual Review (Audit) Findings for GWWCA CY 2018 Account Transactions
On this date, I conducted the annual review for calendar year (CY) 2018 of the
Association books (of account) as required in the Greater Wilton Woods
Citizens Association (GWWCA), Incorporated By-laws of November 20, 2016.
The following are my findings:

a) Several labeling and date administrative oversights found during the review
were corrected immediately.
b) Transaction-form data item inconsistencies were cited for improvement in
the future.

GWWCA Internal Financial Audit
c) Donations and/or contributions to GWWCA are not offered as Federal or
state tax-deductible items because GWCCA is not an IRS Registered 501
c(3) entity. GWWCA is registered with the Virginia Corporation Commission
and registration fee(s) is(are) current.
d) In that GWWCA is a corporation in the Commonwealth of Virginia, pro-forma
annual financial statements are recommended (balance sheet and
income/expense, see attached samples).
The completed review finds that the accounts are satisfactory given the items
cited above.

Join
GWWCA.NEXTDOOR.COM
• A private social network for our community
• 1100 (1027) members in 736 (696) households; 69% of households

Ryan Van Patten
Solar Program Manager
Local Energy Alliance Program (LEAP)

LEAP/Solarize Program

Pike Branch
Stream Projects

Pike Branch Stream Projects

Pike Branch Tributary
Pike Branch Tributary @ Ridgeview Park Fairfax County Project
Description Restore ~2,800 linear feet of a tributary to Pike Branch
using natural channel design for improved water quality.
Construction Award 11/26/2018 Project Complete Winter – 2020
Budgeted $3,960 ,000

Pike Branch

Goals
• Stabilize streambed and banks
• Reduce sediment and nutrient inputs into
stream system
• Control velocity to reduce erosion, protect
infrastructure, and protect vegetation
• Improve habitat for better ecology
• Maintain close coordination with stakeholders

Pike Branch Along Old Telegraph Rd

Emergency Repair Along Old Telegraph Rd
The final walkthrough of Old Telegraph Road went well on Friday, March
15, 2019. The only issues detected were the project cleanup and a
section of the guardrail where a few posts need to be changed and
reset. The guardrail subcontractor cannot return until Wednesday
(tomorrow) so Old Telegraph Road can’t open as a two lane road until
Wednesday evening.

Pump Along Old Telegraph Rd
• The pump operates 24 hours a day in order to maintain a
dry work zone
• A pump is required by environmental permits to minimize
impacts to water quality
• The pump will be located in the floodplain adjacent to the
section of stream being restored
• The pump will stay in one location for 2-3 weeks while
construction is completed on that section
• The pump will be moved approximately 500 feet to a new
section of stream to be restored.

Pike Branch - Pike Rd to Wilton Rd

Pike Branch - Pike Rd to Wilton Rd

Issues
• Despite repeated stabilization efforts, the stream
continued to erode and portions of the retaining
walls failed.
• Sections of the retaining walls were undercut and
other channelized bank areas armored with
grouted riprap were eroded or dismantled by
erosive stream flows.

Pike Branch - Pike Rd to Wilton Rd

Project Benefits
• Repair and/or replacement of failing retaining
walls along the stream
• Installation of in-stream natural channel design
measures to improve stream stability and habitat
• Provide a safe and sustainable stream valley
Protect property and public utility infrastructure
• Create in-stream and riparian habitat for wildlife
• Improve water quality through the removal of
phosphorus, nitrogen, and total suspended solids

Pike Branch - Pike Rd to Wilton Rd

Time Line
Construction TBD; could begin Spring/Summer
2019

Property Owners
• Private properties
• 1 parcel Board of Supervisors

Access
• Existing Maintenance Access Road from Pike Rd
• 6015 Telegraph Road Lot

Pike Branch - Pike Rd to Wilton Rd
Pikes Branch Infrastructure Phase II Pike Branch @ Wilton Road
This is a County project.
Project Description Stabilize ~1,350 lf of stream channel using natural
channel design for improved water quality and repair degraded
streambank walls to protect adjacent properties.

$ 4,360,000
$ 1,228,000
$ 3,132,000

Total Project Estimate
Has Been Funded
Funding still needed

Rinker Design & Associates provided the 65% design on 11/27/18. The
design review meeting was held 1/7/19. The the 95% design plan was
scheduled for delivery on Monday, March 4, 2019.

Pike Branch Stream Projects

Questions?

GWWCA News
• Suggestions for future topics or speakers
• Online safety
• Parks and Recreation
• Opportunities for Volunteering
• Fairfax County Services for Older Adults

What’s Happening in the Community
Metro Rail Shutdown
Full Platform Reconstruction And Major Station Improvements
A Full Presentation for our May 21, 2019 Meeting
• Braddock Road, King Street, Eisenhower Avenue, Huntington,
Van Dorn Street, and Franconia-Springfield stations will be
closed from Memorial Day, Saturday, May 25, 2019, through
Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 2, 2019, to allow for around-theclock work.
• WMATA will be providing FREE shuttle bus service
• Virginia Railway Express (VRE) from Fairfax County to access
Crystal City, L’Enfant Plaza and Union Station.
• https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/news/t07_19

What’s Happening in the Community
Metro Rail Shutdown
Full Platform Reconstruction And Major Station Improvements

What’s Happening in the Community
Metro Rail Shutdown
Full Platform Reconstruction And Major Station Improvements

What’s Happening in the Community
Metro Rail Shutdown
Stay Informed
For day-to-day information and assistance with your Fairfax County commute and
travel during Metro's ongoing platform reconstruction efforts, utilize the following:
• Commuter and Employer Alerts: Sign-up for Fairfax County text/email alerts –
select “Commuter Alerts” under “Department of Transportation”.
• Ridesharing Assistance and Guaranteed Ride Home (GRH) Program Sign-ups:
Contact Fairfax County Commuter Services (FCCS) at 703-877-5600, TTY 711, or
email commuterservices@fairfaxcounty.gov.
• Metrorail and Metrobus Passenger Information: Subscribe to MetroAlerts and
visit www.wmata.com/platforms.
• Fairfax Connector Passenger Information: Subscribe to BusTracker alerts; visit
www.fairfaxconnector.com; Call 703-339-7200, TTY 711, 5 a.m.-10 p.m. M-F, 7
a.m. – 9 p.m. Sat-Sun; or email fairfaxconnector@fairfaxcounty.gov.
• Visit any of the six (6) convenient Connector Tansit Store locations for travel
information. *Please note that the Franconia-Springfield Metrorail Station
location will be closed for the duration of the station shutdown.

What’s Happening in the Community
Project Name Kingstowne Library
Project Description A 30,000 square foot (sf) regional library with 10,000 sf shell space,
an 8,000 sf Active Adult Center, located at Beulah Street and Silver Lake Blvd.
Total Project Estimate $2,500,000
Pre design Project Complete TBD

Project Name Franconia Police Station and Governmental Center
Project Description Construction of a new Franconia District Police Station, Lee District
Supervisor's Office, and Franconia Museum at the site of the proposed Kingstowne
Library
Total Project Estimate $30,000,000
Pre design Project Complete TBD

What’s Happening in the Community

What’s Happening in the Community
Road Paving
2019 Lee District Paving and Restriping, News and Updates
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/2019-paving-and-restriping/lee
VDOT Online Paving Map – will contain interactive information in April
http://www.virginiadot.org/novapaving
Paving-related comments (e.g., drainage issues, missing signage, signal repair,
distance issues due to vegetation overgrowth) should be submitted through the
webpage https://my.vdot.virginia.gov/. If you would like to request road repairs,
please follow repaired" link on the VDOT portal or call 1-800-FOR-ROAD (1-800367-7623).

Striping-related comments (e.g., marked parking lanes, crosswalks, parked
vehicles) can be submitted electronically to FCDOT
(https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/2019-paving-and-restriping/leefeedback)

What’s Happening in the Community
www.crimereports.com/map/index/?search=Fairfax%20County%20VA
18 Police Events October 15, 2018 – March 15, 2019

What’s Happening in the Community
www.crimereports.com/map/index/?search=Fairfax%20County%20VA
18 Police Events October 15, 2018 – March 15, 2019
By Crime

What’s Happening in the Community
www.crimereports.com/map/index/?search=Fairfax%20County%20VA
18 Police Events October 15, 2018 – March 15, 2019
By Street

What’s Happening in the Community
www.crimereports.com/map/index/?search=Fairfax%20County%20VA
18 Police Events October 15, 2018 – March 15, 2019
By Date

What’s Happening in the Community
www.crimereports.com/map/index/?search=Fairfax%20County%20VA
18 Police Events October 15, 2018 – March 15, 2019
By Time of Day

What’s Happening in the Community

Neighbor to Neighbor
•
•
•
•
•

Provides support to older adults
Promotes independent living
Makes a neighborhood a better place to grow old
Neighbors join together to form a volunteer group
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/neighbor

What’s Happening in the Community

Neighbor to Neighbor
• Rides/transportation to medical services, groceries or
appointments.
• Check-in phone calls or friendly visiting for well-being.
• Handyman services like changing light bulbs in hard to
reach areas.
• Neighborhood social activities.
• Exercise activities such as walking clubs.
• Computer and smartphone use assistance.
• Weather assistance, leaf raking, snow removal.

What’s Happening in the Community

Volunteering

Contact GWWCA
GWWCA.President@gmail.com

Questions

Next Meeting
Tuesday
May 21, 2019
Topic
Metro Shutdown

Meeting
Adjourned

www.SolarizeNOVA.org
An renewable energy initiative of the nonprofit Local Energy Alliance Program (LEAP),
the Northern Va. Regional Commission, and local partners

What is LEAP?
Founded in 2009, the mission of the Local Energy Alliance
Program is to lead the effort to equip Virginia buildings with
energy efficient and renewable technologies.
Our overarching goals include cost savings, local economic
development, and energy sector decarbonization.

Come see us at 608 Ridge Street in
downtown Charlottesville or in the
Merrifield area of Fairfax County.

www.solarizenova.org

What is NVRC?
The Northern Virginia Regional Commission (NVRC) is a
regional council of fourteen member local governments in the
Northern Virginia suburbs of Washington DC. According to
Virginia’s Regional Cooperation Act, NVRC is a political
subdivision (a government agency) within the Commonwealth.
www.novaregion.org

www.solarizenova.org

Local Partners
City/town/county staff and/or local advocates host events and
help promote. Spring, 2019 partners are:
•
•
•
•
•

City of Alexandria
City of Fairfax
Falls Church
Fairfax County
Vienna

www.solarizenova.org

What is Solarize NOVA?
An clean energy initiative organized by the Northern Virginia Regional
Commission (NVRC) and the Local Energy Alliance Program (LEAP).
Solarize NOVA is a one-stop-shop
for community members to learn
more about solar power options
for their homes and facilitate the
installation and financing of their
own project.

Our 1000 rooftop challenge
pushes us to educate, empower,
and engage our community.

www.solarizenova.org

Why sign up for a Solarize program?
It’s a good deal – and it’s a lot easier than going it alone
• Vetted contractors - experience, certifications, warranties
• Discounted, fixed pricing (bulk-purchasing price, competitively bid)
• Turn-key, standardized package
• LEAP staff do the all the homework and support you through the process
Looks great
on a fancy
house

www.solarizenova.org

Solarize NOVA Results
As of the beginning of 2019, over 250 contracts totaling more than
2MW of electricity and valued at over $6.1 million have been signed.

In 2017, Solarize NOVA placed first in the Residential program category
from the Virginia Energy Efficiency Council (VAEEC).

Looks great
on a modest
house

Who Can Sign Up?
•
•

SolarizeNOVA, Spring 2019 is for residents, organizations, and
businesses within the campaign area.
If you live outside of this area, SolarizeNOVA can still serve you.
Please contact info@solarizenova.org for more information.
Commercial and
institutional
properties too!

www.solarizenova.org

How it Works
Everyone
• Step 1: Sign up at www.solarizenova.org (or localities’ sites)
• LEAP staff performs satellite assessment and contacts you with results
• Submit a recent electric bill
• Schedule an energy efficiency consultation (optional)
• Attend a Solarize program info session (optional)
Then, if your property is a good candidate
• Consultation by installer who will assess your site and develop a
proposal
• Proposal approval: sign contract with installer
• Permits, installation, utility connection, inspections
• Enjoy watching your meter spin backwards!
www.solarizenova.org

Energy Efficiency
Energy efficiency typically is the most cost-effective, most available
clean energy resource. A good PV installer will always encourage you
to pursue efficiency first – so that you are “renewable ready”. LEAP
promotes and facilitates EE improvements with
• Affordable energy audits for your home or business
• Referrals to qualified contractors

Reduce
&
Produce!

Orientation

www.solarizenova.org

Solar Basics
• Panel installation generally takes 1-3 days, but the entire process
(including system design, permitting, interconnection) takes 6-12 weeks.
• System Components:
• Photovoltaic Panels
• “Balance of System” equipment
• Mounting hardware
• Inverter
• Cables
• Meters
• Productive life of 25+ years with minimal
maintenance
• Photo = Light; Voltaic = Electricity
• When light strikes the silicon semiconductor, an electron is
knocked loose.
• The electrons then flow along a circuit and are
directed to an inverter.
www.solarizenova.org

Roof Mounts

www.solarizenova.org

Panel Installation

www.solarizenova.org

The Inverter
• Converts Direct Current (DC) electricity from
solar panels into Alternating Current electricity,
which powers your home.
• When shading conditions exist, installers may
recommend microinverters or DC optimizers in
lieu of central inverters, which allow arrays
with some shading to increase energy
production.

www.solarizenova.org

Put it all together…

Net Metering
*Graphic from Dominion Power

What is Net Metering? a metering and billing agreement between a
utility and a customer that facilitates connecting PV systems to the
power grid. A new meter is installed that measures two-way flow of
electricity. The energy your system makes is first used on site. When your
solar system is making more electricity than you are using at the time,
the excess electricity is recorded by the meter as it flows back
into the grid and is credited against future electricity use.
www.solarizenova.org

Tax Credits
Federal Tax Credit:
• 30% of total install cost - credited to your federal income tax bill
• This is a credit – not a rebate. You must owe federal income tax in order to
be credited back.
• One’s credit balance can rollover to subsequent years for up to 5 years.

www.solarizenova.org

Sample System Economics
System Size/panel

3kW Standard

6kW Standard

Installed cost

$7,800

$15,000

Cost after tax credit

$5,460

$10,500

Annual kWh
produced, yr 1

3,896

7,680

$34

$69

Average monthly PV
“income”, yr. 1

Conservative assumptions for these projections:
* Using Solarize 2018 prices (may increase this year due to tarrifs)
* All are asphalt roof-mounted systems
* current electricity price/kW: $0.11 with 2% annual inflation
* SREC value: $0
www.solarizenova.org

Solarize Warranties
All Solarize customers receive a 10 year workmanship warranty from
participating solar installer.
Solar Panel:
Minimum of 10 year manufacturer product warranty

25 year linear performance warranty
Inverters:
Minimum of 12 year manufacturer product warranty

Mounting System:
Minimum of 10 year manufacturer product warranty

www.solarizenova.org

A Happy Solar Customer: Lazaro Home

•
•
•
•
•

14 Sunpower Panels: 4.5kW system
Paid $3.74/Watt (Solarize Leesburg 2014)
6,535 kWh output = $719 earned in 2015
Installed for $16,830: $11,781 after rebate.
16 yr. payback: 6.25% average annual rate of
return over 16 years.
www.solarizenova.org

Lazarro Family Savings

Continuous On-Line Monitoring

The NOVASolar Map
www.novasolarmap.com
A free resource from NVRC: see your rooftop’s potential right now….

www.solarizenova.org

Sign up: www.SolarizeNOVA.org
Contact: info@solarizenova.org

Thank you!

