Status of Active Transportation Projects in or near Lee District

September 2003 Update
Backlick Road (North) Park-and-Ride Lot (Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) Project) – The 
I-95/395/495 Congestion Mitigation Program identified the continuing need for additional park-and-ride spaces in the I-95 corridor along the Franconia-Springfield Parkway and Old Keene Mill Road. VDOT has purchased 2 parcels that are to be used for the construction of this lot. (A third parcel must still be purchased.) Design is being initiated on this 300-space (estimated) facility. Construction is anticipated to begin in fall 2005, and the facility is expected to be operational in fall 2006. 

Backlick Road (South) Park-and-Ride Lot (VDOT Project) - Project funded as part of I-95/395/495 Congestion Mitigation Program. VDOT owns the site, located south of the Fire Station. A design, for approximately 160 total spaces, has been developed. Bid advertisement is currently anticipated in 2004.
Beulah Street, Franconia Road to the Franconia-Springfield Parkway (VDOT Project) - Reconstruction to a four-lane divided roadway. Project was advertised for bids on October 8, 2002. Construction underway.

Fairfax County Parkway, Rolling Road to Fullerton Road (Engineering Proving Grounds (EPG) Section) (VDOT Project) – Full funding is in place for this project based on current estimates. Design public hearing scheduled for October 8, 2003, at Saratoga Elementary School, 5 – 8 PM. Construction bid advertisement is currently scheduled for December 2006 which will allow construction to be underway in the field in spring 2007.  VDOT and the County are coordinating with Fort Belvoir/DOD to resolve outstanding issues and facilitate the land transfer.  In addition to the conveyance of the land, other outstanding issues include the relocation of Central Motors, the environmental clean-up of areas of the EPG required before construction can begin, and resolution of outstanding design issues. DOD has initiated environmental cleanup of those portions of the EPG site needed to construct the roadway.  

Franconia Road/South Van Dorn Street Interchange (VDOT Project) - Project scoping has been approved and survey completed. Design being undertaken by VDOT utilizing $8 million in Regional Surface Transportation Program (RSTP) allocations to Fairfax County projects. Design completion anticipated in late 2006. No estimated schedule is available beyond that date since right-of-way is only partially funded, and no funding is available for construction. The current order of magnitude estimate to complete construction of the interchange, prepared without the benefit of full design plans, is $45 million.  
Franconia-Springfield Metrorail Station Parking Garage Expansion (Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) Project) – Construction of 1,030 additional parking spaces. Public Hearing held June 26, 2001. Construction is nearing completion, and the expanded garage is expected to open shortly.  
Gambrill Road Park & Ride Lot (VDOT Project) - The project will provide approximately 220-commuter parking spaces, with a bus loop next to the lot. Public Hearing was held June 5, 2001. CTB approval received in February 2002.  Project is in land acquisition phase. Bid advertisement is currently expected in 2004; however, VDOT is attempting to accelerate this date.
Old Mill Road Extended (Federal Project) – Feasibility study for widening and extending from Route 1 to Telegraph Road.  Congress has authorized $5 million to study corridor alternatives in response to closures of Woodlawn Road and Beulah Street post-September 11, 2001.  Preliminary corridor analysis is underway by the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) and will be completed by the end of 2003; full design and environmental documentation expected to commence following completion of the ACOE study.
Rolling Road at Fullerton Road (VDOT Project) – Intersection improvements (turn lanes and signalization) required prior to opening the Fullerton gate. Opening of gate should assist in mitigating congestion while the Springfield interchange continues under construction. Bid award in April 2003. Construction underway.
South Van Dorn Street, Phase III (Developer/County Project) – Developer project to connect Van Dorn Street to Telegraph Road (4 lanes). Fairfax County obtained a permit for road construction from the Army Corps of Engineers, which is valid until December 31, 2004.  Roadway construction began in September 2002; however, developer construction activity has been limited in 2003 due to wet weather conditions.  Anticipate completion in late 2003/early 2004. 

Telegraph Road (VDOT Project) - Widen to four lanes divided:
South Kings Highway to Hayfield Road – Based on preliminary design plans and cost estimates, full funding will be in place within the FY04-09 VDOT Six-Year Program. Projected bid advertisement in July 2008.
Hayfield Road to Beulah Street– Funded for design and right-of-way only within the FY04-09 VDOT Six-Year Program based on preliminary design plans and cost estimates.  

Beulah Street to Route 1 – Project completed in March 2002.     
Telegraph Road/Florence Lane Intersection (County Project) – Addition of left turn lane on Telegraph Road and realignment of Florence Lane.  Notice to proceed to construction issued in late September 2003.  Construction expected to be completed in early 2004.

Route 1, Richmond Highway, Corridor Study (VDOT Study) - A comprehensive study of the Route 1 corridor (from the Alexandria/Fairfax County line southward through Fairfax and Prince William Counties to the Prince William/Stafford County line) was completed in September 1997.  The current phase is the location study and environmental document for the entire corridor.  Project is divided into three sections, one in Prince William and two in Fairfax with the break at Telegraph Road.  Consultant notice to proceed was issued late August 2000.  The Steering Committee and Technical Committee continue to meet regularly.   Public Hearings were held as follows:  Segment A, Prince William County section, on March 25, 2003; Segment B, from the Occoquan River to Telegraph Road, on March 5, 2003, and Segment C, from Telegraph Road to the Capital Beltway, on April 29, 2003.  The priority segment in Fairfax is between Mount Vernon Memorial Highway/Old Mill Road and Mount Vernon Highway/Buckman Road; however, currently no funding is available for right-of-way acquisition or construction.  Coordination continues with the Route 1 Bus Study and the interest in a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system within the corridor.  Several meeting have been held with interested parties regarding the Woodlawn historic site to discuss ways to minimize potential impacts.

I-95 Fourth Lane (VDOT Project) - Add fourth lane from Newington interchange to Route 123 in Prince William County.  A public hearing was held on June 6, 2002, and the Board of Supervisors endorsed the design plans on July 22, 2002. Design is essentially complete. Right-of-way acquisition is on hold awaiting funding.  Additional funding beyond the design phase is not currently expected to be available until FY2007.  
I-95/Franconia-Springfield Parkway Low-Occupancy Vehicle (LOV) Ramps (VDOT Project) - This project will provide ramps to allow LOV access between I-95 and the Franconia-Springfield Parkway.  Currently funded for design only utilizing $6.1 million in Regional Surface Transportation Program (RSTP) allocations.  Public Hearing scheduled for November 19, 2003, 5 – 8 PM, at Key Middle School.
I-95/I-395/I-495 Springfield Interchange (VDOT Project) – Includes reconstruction of I-95/Old Keene Mill Road/Franconia Road interchange and new grade-separated interchanges at Franconia Road/Loisdale Road/Commerce Street and at Franconia Road/Frontier Drive.  Project is to be constructed in 8 phases. The state has committed to construction completion in 8 years (by late 2007).  Funding and construction of the final phase (Phase VIII), the High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) ramps from I-95 to the Capital Beltway, have been deferred beyond this time period. The interchange project has been coordinated with planned revitalization improvements in downtown Springfield.
Phases I, II, and III of this project are complete.  Phase I included the fourth southbound I-95 lane to Newington and a new northbound I-95 ramp to Loisdale Road/Spring Mall Road.  Phases II and III included portions of Franconia Road, Old Keene Mill Road, Commerce Street, Loisdale Road, and Amherst Avenue, in addition to work on portions of the interstate. All roads/ramps were opened to traffic in August 2001, and construction was completed in November 2001.  The Phase IV construction contract, which includes work on portions of the I-95/I-495 interchange, was awarded to Shirley Contracting at a cost of $117 million.  Phase V, costing $57 million, was awarded to Lane Construction.  Construction is ongoing on Phases IV and V, with construction completion anticipated in late 2004.  Bids for Phases VI and VII of the project, which were opened in early September, will allow the project to remain within the current project budget of $676 million.  This budget amount covers Phases II - VII including the CMP improvements and Information Center.  
A Congestion Management Program (CMP) was approved to address local road network operations, transit, travel demand management, emergency response, and communications during construction of the Springfield interchange.  Some of the projects receiving CMP funds or advanced to help mitigate traffic congestion during construction include: 

· Left-turn lane on Backlick Road at Leesville Blvd. (construction complete)

· Left-turn lane extension on Backlick Road at Edsall Road (construction complete)

· Second left-turn lane on Rolling Road at Old Keene Mill Road (construction complete)

· Turn lanes and signalization at Rolling Road/Fullerton Road gate to allow this intersection to be opened to traffic (bid award April 2003; construction underway)

· Park-and-ride lot at Sydenstricker Road and the Fairfax County Parkway (complete)

· Park-and-ride lot at Gambrill Road and the Fairfax County Parkway (in land acquisition; anticipated bid advertisement 2004)

· Park-and-ride lot at Backlick Road North (design initiation)

· Park-and-ride lot at Backlick Road South (design, for approximately 160 total spaces, has been developed; bid advertisement anticipated in 2004)

The Springfield Interchange Information Center is open at Springfield Mall.  To see updated road closures and other information, visit the project website at www.springfieldinterchange.com.

I‑95/495 Woodrow Wilson Bridge (WWB) Replacement (Joint Federal Highway Administration, VDOT, Maryland State Highway Administration, and District of Columbia Department of Transportation Project) ‑ An extensive upgrade to the existing 7.5 miles of Capital Beltway corridor including replacement of the Woodrow Wilson Bridge and reconstruction of Beltway interchanges at Telegraph Road, U.S. Route 1, I-295, and Maryland 210.  In September 1996, the Coordination Committee, comprised of policy makers for the project, voted in favor of a 12‑lane side‑by‑side drawbridge, 20 feet higher than existing (to reduce bridge openings by two-thirds), and an express/local configuration, with a pedestrian/bikeway on the north side.  

The design public hearing for the Virginia segments of the project, including the U.S. Route 1 and Telegraph Road interchanges, was held on November 9, 2000. In-river construction (dredging) began in late 2000 and bridge foundation work in fall 2001.  The bridge foundation and in-river work are complete and close-out is underway.  The ground improvement is progressing on schedule.  The three superstructure bids have been opened, the last of the three being opened on May 1, 2003.  The moveable span (draw-bridge) contract is underway and Beltway drivers can now see a 270-foot tall derrick on the Virginia shoreline.  Bids have been opened for the Maryland approach and work will be underway in fall 2003.  The project to tie-in the new bridge structure to the Virginia portion of the Beltway (from U.S. Route 1 to the new bridge) has begun and is currently evident on Washington Street in the City of Alexandria.  Construction of the remaining major components of the Route 1 interchange is scheduled to begin by the end of 2003, as well as right-of-way acquisition for the Telegraph Road improvements.  The total project completion date (including the four interchanges) is anticipated by 2011.    

The cost of the entire Woodrow Wilson Bridge project is currently estimated at $2.564 billion as of the 2002 Financial Plan Update.  The Virginia portion of the project remains at $1.062 billion.  A special study was completed evaluating a grade-separated fly-over at North Kings Highway as part of the Telegraph Road interchange improvements, however funding for this improvement has not been identified.

For up-to-date project information, visit the project at www.wilsonbridge.com or call the Woodrow Wilson Bridge Design Center at (703) 329-0300. Please note: the Woodrow Wilson Bridge Center has moved. As of May 2003, the project office is located at 2901 Eisenhower Avenue, Building C, Alexandria, Virginia, 22314.
