Minutes of GWWCA meeting January 21, 2002

New Dues:  $25.00 per year   GWWCA Members who have not paid their dues and wish to continue membership, please mail check to GWWCA, Box 31441, Alexandria VA 22310.
President Sam McCutchen:  Several things GWWCA responsible for:


1.  New signs on Franconia Road near Springfield Mall showing which ramps to use.

2.  Three-way stop signs at Florence Lane and Shaffer Drive.
Election Night for new officers---all members present were invited to nominate nominees for offices but declined and all present members elected:
President:  Sam McCutchen

Vice-President:  John Nyere

Secretary:  Debbie Ware

Treasurer:  Jane Landis

Minutes of last meeting were presented on screen.  They are also on the web page www.GWWCA.org.
Presentation was a brief talk followed by a question and answer session conducted by Congressman James Moran.

Varied questions were asked by the individual members and responded to by Congressman Moran.  Sample questions are grouped and summarized as listed below in order of most popular topics for discussion and are presented as accurately as possible:

1.  The potential for WAR with Iraq, do we need to go to war?  Congressman Moran  took the stand that we do not need to go to war with Iraq and that only evidence available of their maintaining an arsenal of weapons of mass destruction is receipts from biologicals used for war which have been sold to them by the U.S. as well as other countries such as Russia and some European Countries.  Congressman Moran further stated that he does not believe that Iraq would direct these weapons against the United States but instead to Israel which is the reason he opines that the Bush Administration wants to have this war with Iraq---to protect Israel.   He also stated that oil is another reason that the Bush Administration may be considering war necessary and that he does not consider Iraq to be a supporter of terrorism.

2.  How to resolve the Palestine and Israel conflict?  Congressman Moran stated that United Nations should be given power to enforce upon Israel no new settlements and explained the reasons why Palestinians want to join terrorist organizations.  For example, a Jewish settlement with nice home and swimming pool on land once occupied by Palestine family in view of the Palestinian son or daughter whose father has no hope or future for success---this fuels resentment and thus provides motivation for the young Palestinians to join terrorist organizations and this in turn promotes the conflict.

3.  Will the budget be approved in 2003?  Congressman Moran said no.  There is little or no idea where the money will come from for the programs that are being pushed so he expects us to continue operating on continuing resolutions on the appropriation bills that are not already approved.  This means funding at last year’s levels.
4.   What about Bush Administration's tax cut and why won't jobs be created with the Bush Tax cut plan?  Congressman Moran said he does not support a tax cut. Congressman Moran thinks what is needed is for the stock market and job market to be stimulated but that the two do not necessarily go hand in hand.  He said the tax cut will only be a stimulus for dividend recipient stockholders and that it is not a broad based stock market stimulus package; therefore, most people will not benefit from it. He said the tax cut is not fair.  He said that there is some support for democratic approval of providing $300.00 for singles and $600.00 for couples but in his view he does not even support that because any tax cut would be too expensive due to the incurred interest involved in providing any kind of tax cut.  Congressman Moran stated he favors globalization.

5.  What is being done about the "No Child Left Behind" initiative?  Congressman Moran stated that he thinks "no child should be left behind", however, the funding for education is being negatively effected by tax cuts, the transportation tax not being approved recently in the voting polls, potential war costs, etc.  Further, he discussed education in terms of standardized tests and stated that such tests were not fair assessment of schools' performance.  He also addressed questions concerning such tests in terms of non-English speaking children who will not be able to perform as well as children born in this country or English speaking children.  

6.  What is being done about identity theft and providing better protection of one's social security number?  Congressman Moran said a chip is being developed for storing an individual's finger prints on the chip and the chip will then be placed on a card such as your driver’s license.  He also mentioned something on the lines of a universal identification system being considered but this along with the chip are opposed by those concerned with big brother issues.  

7.  For the self-employed, where can we get information to help weed through the maze of IRS forms; is there someone I can contact?  Congressman Moran said to call Susan on 703-971-4700 and that she can provide a package of useful information.

8.  What about the noise and congestion which will be inevitably created due to Woodrow Wilson Bridge completion and also the new PTO building construction?  Congressman Moran said that with respect to noise a new invention which is a series of magnets (?) is being considered for placement in the water around the bridge underwater structure which will be able to attract and essentially absorb all of the noise generated by the bridge road and water traffic.  With respect to Duke Street, there should not be any extra Duke Street traffic created because new highway and road designs are under consideration.

9.  Bankruptcy Issue?  Congressman Moran supports the passing of a law which allows those at lower income level to declare all of their debt away via bankruptcy protection while those above this level to not be able to declare all of their debt away via bankruptcy protection.  

Congressman Moran concluded the forum and was thanked for all of his efforts and applauded by GWWCA Members and especially thanked for all of his efforts in our community.

Vice-President, John Nyere reported that GWWCA has $2025.14 in the bank which does not include collections of dues tonight.

Meeting adjourned.  Next meeting is on Tuesday, March 18, 2003.

