Greater Wilton Woods Citizens Association

Bi-monthly Meeting—January 16, 2002



Elections

The meeting began with annual elections. All the standing officers were reelected for another term.



Fairfax Leadership and Resiliency Program

Speakers:  Ben Pepper, Lee District Representative on the Fairfax County Community Services Board, and Amrit Daryanani, Clinical Supervisor of the Fairfax Leadership and Resiliency Program.

Ben and Amrit spoke about a model program for at risk teenagers in Fairfax County. An evidence-based prevention and intervention program, it has an approved curriculum for at-risk teens—those at risk for substance abuse, sexually transmitted diseases, pregnancy, and gangs. When the schools identify at-risk students, they refer them to the program. The program’s objective is to find at-risk kids and intervene before the at-risk behaviors worsen. Once these kids succeed in the program, they serve as positive role models for other at-risk kids. 

Because a lot of at-risk kids have personalities that embrace risky or dangerous behavior, the program teaches these kids to choose positive, healthy risks—such as challenging activities of a physical nature like kayaking. They see this type of activity as a challenge—a way in which to channel their risk-taking behavior. 

They also teach the kids about their responsibility to the world around them. They have the kids work with abused animals (at a farm in Marshall). This gives the kids the opportunity to be responsible for something and presents them with a challenge. By working with abused animals, the kids can develop empathy and even learn about abuse they may have suffered. They learn about healing and hope—for the animals and themselves.

The program also works with the kids on homework, social skills, and anger management. Additionally, they have projects that help others. For one project, they have a puppet show that they take on the road to elementary schools.

In addition to the Resiliency Program, Fairfax County has other programs for troubled or at-risk students, such as Girl Power, and treatment programs. Treatment programs include both outpatient programs, such as the Franconia Day Program, and residential programs, such as Crossroads and Sunrise I and II (in Reston). The county also has a detoxification program in Chantilly, the Route 1 Community Diversion Program, and the New Beginnings Program.

For more information on county programs for school kids, you can contact Peggy Cook or Joan Rogers.



Southeast Fairfax Development Corporation (SFDC)

Speaker: Betsy Witson

The SFDC was chartered to develop the Route 1 corridor from Fort Belvoir to the Beltway, a 7.5-mile stretch. This area includes 650 businesses and 850 pieces of property. Some of the plans for Route 1 include:

· The new South County Center will soon be completed. Located across the street will be Thompson’s Corner, where 39 small-lot single-family houses will be built.

· Upscale apartment building with one- and two-bedroom apartments on Huntington Avenue next to VSE. The building will be 150’ and about 15 stories. Next to this about 50 townhouses will be constructed, beginning in about one year.

· New parking decks will be added to the Huntington Metro.

· A $250 million project for the beltway exchange at Huntington. There will also be a beltway exchange at Fort Hunt Road.

· Krispy Kreme Donuts will move south of the old gas station. It will have a drive through. Construction will begin in two or three months.

· Two hotels near the Montebello apartments (a Holiday Inn Express and a Comfort Suites) will be constructed.

· Townhouses will be built across from the post office.

· A “Medieval Times” entertainment center.

· Preservation of Mt. Eagle Park.

· A Target will be built in the location of the former Service Merchandise.

· The Penn Daw area that currently houses Chuckee Cheese and Michaels will be turned into a town center concept similar to the Reston town center. It will include homes, businesses, and shops.

· New street lights will be installed at Beacon Mall

· On the site of the old Groveton Elementary School, next to Beacon Mall, an office building will be built.

· The area that houses the new Home Depot (where the K-Mart used to be) will become “Kings Crossing” and will be turned into an area similar to Shirlington.

· A 60-unit Summerville Residence for the elderly will be constructed next to Gum Springs

· The Fort Belvoir National Army Museum will contain an IMAX theatre.

One challenge that the SFDC project faces is the lack of cooperation by some property owners.

For more information on the project, you can contact their website at www.scfp.org.

